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Dear Obion County Schools Students, Parents, and Staff, 

Obion County Schools truly believes that it is in the best interest of our students academically, 

socially, and emotionally to be in a traditional school setting. At Obion County Schools, we agree 

with the American Academy of Pediatrics statement about the importance of students attending 

school. They stated, “Schools are fundamental to child and adolescent development and wellbeing 

and provide our children and adolescents with academic instruction, social and emotional skills, 

safety, reliable nutrition, physical/speech and mental health therapy, and opportunities for physical 

activity, among other benefits.” We also realize that Obion County Schools has a major impact on 

the economy of our county and region of the state, and therefore, our communities need schools 

to be open so parents can return to work. Obion County Schools plans to open schools for students 

on August 4th as scheduled in our 2020-2021 school calendar. As always, the safety of our students 

and staff is our top priority. We will be taking extra precautions and steps to ensure that safety is 

maintained. We will thoroughly clean each building and all buses daily with special attention to 

high-touch areas. Protocols for monitoring students and staff have been developed and will be 

implemented in all school facilities. Protocols for handling students and staff who may have been 

exposed to COVID-19 or are showing symptoms of the virus have been developed and will be 

implemented in all school facilities. The protocols and procedures for cleaning, disinfection, 

monitoring, and handling students and staff were developed in coordination with the guidance 

from the CDC, State Health Department, and American Academy of Pediatrics. The following 

document contains the reopening plans that are currently in place for Obion County Schools. The 

COVID-19 pandemic is an ever-changing situation. These plans, along with the guidelines that we 

are following, will be continually evaluated and adjusted to meet the needs of Obion County 

Schools. 

Sincerely,  

Tim Watkins 

Director of Schools 



 

 

 



 

 

I. Models of Instruction 

The models of instruction that will be utilized by Obion County Schools this year can be described 

below.  The start date for the 2020-21 calendar is August 4. 

Grades K-12: 

 Traditional – students are present at their assigned school daily and will access course work 

with the classroom teacher. This method will include most students. 

 Online – students access course work from home in a digital format. This method will only 

be utilized in the event of a school closure or under special circumstances on a case-by-

case basis. Approval must be given by building principal or director of schools. 

II. Digital Learning Expectations 

Every teacher in Obion County Schools is certified and endorsed to teach the grade levels and 

content areas they teach. Additionally, they are available to students via emails, virtual classrooms, 

or during office hours that will be communicated if there is another school closure. 

Teacher Expectations in a Digital Learning Environment 

 Plan with grade/content teams to plan lessons based on the most important standards for 

the grade and embed standards not taught last spring in the appropriate place 

 Plan with grade/content teams to deliver standards-based, rigorous instruction 

 Provide timely feedback to students about their work 

 Assess student learning and use data to adjust instruction  

Student Expectations in a Digital Learning Environment 

 Attend virtual classes daily as assigned by the teacher. 

 Report any technical issues to the teacher immediately. 

 Submit work as assigned by the teacher. 

 Check for communication from teachers daily. 

Parent/Guardian Expectations in a Digital Learning Environment 

Parents/guardians are extremely important if a student is participating in a remote learning 

environment. Parents/guardians shall ensure the student has the necessary access to the technology 

needed to support their learning. Monitoring of a student’s progress is important to ensure the 

student is turning in the work assigned by the teacher in order to be successful in any learning 

environment, but is even more important in a digital environment when the classroom teacher 

cannot be physically present with the student. Support and encouragement are necessary for 

students to work successfully in a digital environment. 

 Plan and maintain a daily workspace for the student. 

 Maintain open lines of communication with teachers through phone calls or emails. 

 Ensure the student does his own work. 

 Ensure the student submits assignments as directed by the teacher. 



 

 

 Read, review, and follow the Obion County Schools Acceptable Use Policy for technology. 

III. Attendance  

Attendance for students in a distance learning environment will be taken by the teacher(s) daily. 

Just as attendance is required in a traditional school setting, it is also required in a distance setting. 

All student absences will be included in the student’s attendance record in the student information 

system. Students who cannot attend live virtual classes can be counted present if they turn in their 

assignments in a timely manner, along with daily contact with school personnel. 

During extended school closures, the CLP will be implemented. To ensure students are 

participating in the CLP, attendance will be determined by the following: 

1. Students that have online access: The district will utilize software that monitors student 

activity in instructional programs. Students who are not logged in the required amount of 

time will be counted absent (either ½ day or full day). 

2. Students that do not have online access: The school will contact the parent/guardian daily 

and verify participation through a statement (written or oral) from the parent/guardian 

and receipt of completed work in a timely manner. Failure to provide either the required 

statement or completed work will result in an absence being recorded. 

3. Students who are counted absent three (3) consecutive days for failure to log on or 

because of no contact by phone or email will be tagged for a home visit. 

4. Teachers and staff who specifically serve students with IEPs will closely monitor 

attendance and intervene and provide support as needed.  

Determinations on excused/unexcused absences will be the same as determined under normal 

operations (Board Policy 6.200). 

Truancy and chronic absentee interventions will follow procedures as outlined in Board Policy 

6.200. 

Students, parents, and other stakeholders will be informed of these policies and procedures 

though the district website, individual school websites, and the student handbook.  

IV. School Counseling Services  

School counselors are available to assist students with personal issues that may arise, even in a digital 

format. Parents and students can contact their local school counselor through email, phone calls, or virtual 

meetings.  

V. Student Schedules and Course Offerings 

Tennessee State Board of Education Policy 3.210 provides clear guidelines regarding the time 

requirements for each grade level should it become necessary to close a school, modify the 

schedule, or permit students to participate in remote instruction due to COVID-19 related reasons. 

This policy requires Obion County Schools to provide students in kindergarten access to 4.5 hours 

of instruction and students in grades 1-12 access to 7 hours of instruction each school day. The 

following chart lists the times per day and week necessary to meet these requirements. 



 

 

Grade 

Hours Per 

Day Hours Per Week 

K 5 25 

1-12 7 35 

 

Elementary Students (K-5) 

Parents/guardians of students in grades K-5 need to monitor and assist the schoolwork their child 

does at home, whether online or working in paper packets. Families who have personal devices 

could ask their child’s teacher if the content provided in paper packets can be accessed online. If 

so, the teacher may provide the appropriate online access to the parent/guardian for their child to 

use.  

The following subjects will be areas of focus in grades K-2: 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Mathematics 

 Special classes including physical education, music, guidance, and library will be 

provided on a limited basis.   

 RTI 

A daily schedule for K students would be: 

 Reading and writing – 150 minutes 

 Math – 60 minutes 

 Lunch – 30 minutes 

 Free play (recess) – 30 minutes 

 Specials – 30 minutes 

 Intervention – 30 minutes 

 Specials – 30 minutes 

A daily schedule for grades 1-2 would be:  

 Reading and writing – 150 minutes 

 Math – 100 minutes 

 Lunch – 30 minutes 

 Free play (recess) – 30 minutes 

 Specials – 45 minutes 

 Intervention – 45 minutes 

 Stretch breaks – 20 minutes 

The following subjects will be areas of focus in grades 3-5: 

 English Language Arts 

 Writing 



 

 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

 Social Studies 

 Special classes including physical education, music, guidance will be provided on a 

limited basis.   

 RTI 

A daily schedule for grades 3-8 would be:  

 Reading and Writing – 100 minutes 

 Math – 90 minutes 

 Science – 50 minutes 

 Social Studies – 50 minutes 

 Lunch – 30 minutes 

 Special classes including physical education, music, guidance, library – 45 minutes 

 Intervention or enrichment – 45 minutes 

 Stretch breaks – 10 minutes 

Students in grades 9-12 will follow their daily schedule. 

VI. Assessment and Grading 

As in the traditional classroom, teachers must assess student learning in a variety of ways. In a 

digital environment, the same strategies can be used as in the regular classroom but be modified 

in some way. Teachers will assess student learning in a myriad of ways, which can include 

discussions via the live virtual class, student work returned to the teacher, online quizzes, essays, 

projects, blogs via TEAMS, and traditional tests.  The work assigned in a digital learning 

environment will be graded and recorded as part of the student record just as it is in the 

traditional learning environment.  

Accommodations 

Students who have IEPs, ILPs, 504 plans will receive their accommodations as determined by 

the teams who created their most recent plans.  

Report Cards 

Students will continue to receive report cards at the conclusion of each nine-week period. Grades 

will continue to be entered by teachers into Synergy, which is the student management system. 

Parents will have access to the Parent Portal so they can check their student’s grades for the 

entire year, not only for periods of distance learning.  

 


